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International de Recherche sur le Cancer 
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Cancer, Lyon, France. 
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 1993 Generalkonsul Ernst Carlsen’s Prize of 
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 1999 
2002 

The August Krogh Prize 
MBA Medical Book Competition: Highly 
Commended, Basis of Medicine. 

   
TEXTBOOKS 
 
 Foldspang A, Juul S, Olsen J, Sabroe S. Epidemiologi (in Danish). Munksgaard, 

Copenhagen 1986. 
 Olsen J, Merletti F, Shashall D, Vuylsteek K. Searching for causes of work-related 

diseases. An introduction to epidemiology at the work site. Oxford University 
Press 1991. 

 Merletti F, Olsen J, Vuylsteek K. Estudio de las causes de las enfermedades 
laborales. An introduction to epidemiology at the work site. Oxford University 
Press 1991.  

 Den arbejdsmedicinske detektiv (in Danish). Hans Reitzels Forlag, Copenhagen 
1991. (Also available in Spanish and Italian.) 

 La ricerca delle cause delle malattie di origine occupazionale: Una introduzione 
all’epidemiologia in ambiente di lavoro. RMdL – Anno V n.s. – n. 16 1990 – 
Supplemento. 

 Estudio de las causes de las enfermedades laborales. Introduccion a la 
epidemiologia laboral. Barcelona 1990. 

 Olsen J, Trichopoulos D (eds). Teaching Epidemiology. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford 1992. 

 Olsen J. Epidemiologi. In: Andersen D, Almind G, Bock E, Havsteen B, Hoerder 
M, Riis P (eds). Sundhedsvidenskabelig forskning (in Danish). FADS’s Forlag, 
Copenhagen, Aarhus, Odense 1999. pp 537-562. 

 Olsen J, Saracci R, Trichopoulos D (eds). Teaching Epidemiology. Oxford 
University Press, Oxford 2002 (second edition). 

 Olsen J. Disease prevention and control of non-communicable diseases. In: 
Oxford Textbook of Public Health. Oxford University Press, Oxford 2002 (fourth 
edition). 

 
 
English: 
 
1. Olsen J, Sabroe S. Researching occupational mortality. Scand J Soc 

Med 1979;7(1):1-6. 
2. Olsen J, Sabroe S. Mortality among bricklayers and 

carpenters/cabinet makers. Scand J Soc Med 1979;7(2):49-54. 
3. Olsen J, Lajer M. Violent death and unemployment in two trade 

unions in Denmark. Soc Psychiatr 1979;14:139-145. 
4. Olsen J, Sabroe S. Health selection among members of a Danish 

trade union. Int J Epidemiol 1979 Jun;8(2):155-159. 
5. Sabroe S, Olsen J. Health complaints and work conditions among 

lacquerers in the Danish furniture industry. Scand J Soc Med 
1979;7(3):97-104. 

6. Olsen J, Sabroe S. A follow-up study of non-retired and retired 
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members of the Danish carpenter/cabinet makers' trade union. Int J 
Epidemiol 1979 Dec;8(4):375-382. 

7. Jeune B, Mikkelsen S, Olsen J, Sabroe S. Epidemiological research in 
disability pensioning. Scand J Soc Med 1980;suppl.16:5-7. 

8. Sabroe S, Olsen J. The occurrence of disability and early old-age 
pensions among members of the carpenters and cabinet makers' 
trade union. Scand J Soc Med 1980;suppl.16:28-33. 

9. Olsen J, Sabroe S. A case-reference study of neuropsychiatric 
disorders among workers exposed to solvents in the Danish wood 
and furniture industry. Scand J Soc Med 1980;suppl.16:44-49. 

10. Rachootin P, Olsen J. Secular changes in the twinning rate in 
Denmark 1931 to 1977. Scand J Soc Med 1980;8:89-94. 

11. Olsen J, Jeune B. The mortality experience of early old-age and 
disability pensioners from unskilled- and semi-skilled labour groups 
in Fredericia. Scand J Soc Med 1980;suppl.16:50-52. 

12. Olsen J. Some methodologic problems encountered in occupational 
health research. Scand J Soc Med 1981;9(1):19-24. 

13. Olsen J. Confounding as a result of differential diagnosis. Scand J 
Soc Med 1982;10(1):23-26. 

14. Rachootin P, Olsen J. Prevalence and socioeconomic correlates of 
subfecundity and spontaneous abortion in Denmark. Int J Epidemiol 
1982 Sep;11(3):245-249.  

15. Unger M, Olsen J, Claussen J. Organochlorine compounds in adipose 
tissue of deceased persons with and without cancer: A statistical 
survey of some potential confounders. Environ Res 1982;29:371-
376. 

16. Olsen J. Risk of exposure to teratogens amongst laboratory staff and 
painters. Dan Med Bull 1983;30:24-28. 

17. Olsen J, Rachootin P, Schiødt AV. Alcohol use, conception time, and 
birth weight. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health 
1983;37:63-65. 

18. Olsen J, Heidam LZ. Analysis of pathological outcome of pregnancy. 
Scand J Soc Med 1983;11:3-6. 

19. Rachootin P, Olsen J. The risk of infertility and delayed conception 
associated with exposure in the Danish workplace. J Occup Med 
1983;25:394-402. 

20. Olsen J, Rachootin P, Schiødt AV, Damsbo N. Tobacco use, alcohol 
consumption and infertility. Int J Epidemiol 1983;12:179-184. 

21. Olsen J, Rachootin P. Organic solvents as possible risk factors of low 
birthweight. J Occup Med 1983;25:854-855. 

22. Olsen J, Rachootin P. The end of the decline in twinning rates? 
Scand J Soc Med 1983;11:119. 

23. Olsen J, Sabroe S. Screening for neuropsychiatric dysfunction. A 
latent structure analysis of two questionnaires. Scand J Soc Med 
1984;12:55-63. 
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24. Olsen J. Information bias in case-control studies in occupational 
health epidemiology. Scand J Soc Med 1984;12:1-2. 

25. Olsen J, Sabroe S, Lajer M. Welding and cancer of the larynx: A 
case-control study. Eur J Cancer 1984;20:639-643. 

26. Olsen J, Sabroe S. Occupational causes of laryngeal cancer. Journal 
of Epidemiology and Community Health 1984;38:117-121. 

27. Gunner-Svensson F, Ipsen J, Olsen J, Waldstrøm B. Prevention of 
relocation of the aged in nursing homes. Scand J Prim Health Care 
1984;2:49-56. 

28. Unger M, Kiær H, Blichert-Toft M, Olsen J, Clausen J. Organochlorine 
compounds in human breast fat from deceased with and without 
breast cancer and in biopsy material from newly diagnosed patients 
undergoing breast surgery. Environ Res 1984;34:24-28. 

29. Olsen J. Calculating risk ratios for spontaneous abortions: The 
problem of induced abortions. Int J Epidemiol 1984;13:347-350. 

30. Ipsen J, Olsen J. Estimating sensitivity and specificity in order to 
correct for misclassification. Scand J Soc Med 1984;12:111-114. 

31. Greenland S, Olsen J, Rachootin P, Pedersen GT. Effects of 
electronics fetal monitoring on rates of earlys neonatal death, low 
Apgar score, and cesarean section. Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand 
1985;64:75-80. 

32. Olsen J, Sabroe S, Fasting U. Interaction of alcohol and tobacco as 
risk factors in cancer of the laryngeal region. Journal of 
Epidemiology and Community Health 1985;39:165-168. 

33. Heidam LZ, Olsen J. Self-reported data on spontaneous abortions 
compared with data obtained by computer linkage with the hospital 
registry. Scand J Soc Med 1985;13:159-163. 

34. Engby B, Strunge P, Olsen J. The prognosis for patients referred 
with suspected acute myocardial infarction. Acta Med Scand 
1985;217:465-471. 

35. Olsen J, Sabroe S, Ipsen J. Effect of combined alcohol and tobacco 
exposure on risk of cancer of the hypopharynx. Journal of 
Epidemiology and Community Health 1985;39:304-307. 

36. Olsen J, Knudsen LB. Twinning rates by residence in Denmark 1978 
to 1982. Scand J Soc Med 1986;14:147-150. 

37. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Søndergaard O, Pedersen KM, Olsen J. Initial 
mass screening for colorectal cancer with fecal occult blood test. A 
prospective randomized study at Funen in Denmark. Scand J 
Gastroenterol 1987;22:677-686. 

38. Olsen J, Frische G. Comparison of a dietary attitude index based on 
questionnaire data and a 7-day diet recall interview: A study among 
pregnant women. Soc Sci Med 1987;24:379-382. 

39. Olsen J, Frische G. Comparison between data obtained through 
questionnaires and interviews: life-style habits of pregnant women. 
Scand J Soc Med 1988;16:49-52. 
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40. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Olsen J, Pedersen KM, Søndergaard O. 
Preliminary report on a randomized trial of screening for colorectal 
cancer with hemoccult II. I: Chamberlain J, Miller AB: Screening for 
gastrointestinal cancer. Toronto: Hans Huber Publishers, 1988: 41-
44. 

41. Olsen J, Bønnelykke B, Nielsen J. Tobacco smoking and twinning. 
Acta Med Scand 1988;224:491-494. 

42. Olsen J. Limitations in the use of job exposure matrices. Scand J Soc 
Med 1988;16:205-208. 

43. Olsen J. Methodological problems in the studies of reproductive 
failures. Scand J Soc Med 1988;16:217-221. 

44. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Olsen J, Bech K, Søndergaard O. Repeated 
screening for colorectal cancer with fecal occult blood test. Scand J 
Gastroenterol 1989;24:599-606. 

45. Sand EA, Rumeau-Rouquette C, Chinn S, Olsen J (eds). Longitudinal 
studies, methodology, growth and recent developments. in revue 
d'épidémiologie et de santé publique. Special issue vol. 37, 1989, 
no.5-6. pp. 417-547. 

46. Olsen J, Frische G, Poulsen AO, Kirchheiner H. Changing smoking, 
drinking, and eating behaviour among pregnant women in Denmark. 
Scand J Soc Med 1989;17:277-280. 

47. Schaumburg I & Olsen J. Time to pregnancy among Danish 
pharmacy assistants. Scand J Work Environ Health 1989:15:222-
226. 

48. Olsen J, Hemminki K, Ahlborg G, Bjerkedal T, Kyyrönen P, Taskinen 
H, Lindbohm ML, Heinonen OP, Brandt L, Kolstad H, Halvorsen BA, 
Egenæs J. Low birthweight, congenital malformations, and 
spontaneous abortions among dry-cleaning workers in Scandinavia. 
Scand J Work Environ Health 1990;16:163-168. 

49. Schaumburg I & Olsen J. Risk of spontaneous abortion among 
Danish pharmacy assistants. Scand J Work Environ Health 
1990;16:169-174. 

50. Bønnelykke B, Olsen J, Nielsen J. Coital frequency and twinning. J 
Biosoc Sci 1990;22:191-196. 

51. Olsen J. Subfecundity according to the age of the mother and the 
father. Dan Med Bull 1990;37:281-282. 

52. Schaumburg I, Olsen J. Congenital malformations and death among 
the offspring of Danish pharmacy assistants. Am J Ind Med 
1990;18:555-564. 

53. Olsen SF, Olsen J, Frische G. Does fish consumption during 
pregnancy increase fetal growth? A study of the size of the newborn, 
placental weight and gestational age in relation to fish consumption 
during pregnancy. Int J Epid 1990;19:971-977. 

54. Ahlbom A, Axelson O, Hansen ES, Hogstedt C, Jensen UJ, Olsen J. 
Interpretation of "negative" studies in occupational epidemiology. 
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Scand J Work Environ Health 1990;16:153-157. 
55. Hansen ES, Ahlbom A, Axelson O, Hogstedt C, Jensen UJ, Olsen J. 

Negative results - no effect or information? A review of some 
problems in occupational epidemiology. Arbete och Hälsa 
1990;17:1-59. 

56. Olsen M, Pereira AdC, Olsen SF. Does maternal tobacco smoking 
modify the effect of alcohol on fetal growth? Am J Public Health 
1991;31:69-73. 

57. From E, Olsen J, Melbye M, Misfeldt M. Monitoring the stop-AIDS 
campaign in Greenland. A study of knowledge, behaviour, and 
practice among patients at the STD clinic in Nuuk. Arct Med Res 
1991;50:62-67. 

58. Schaumburg I, Olsen J. Birth weight and gestational age among 
children of Danish pharmacy assistants. J Epidemiol Community 
Health 1991:45:49-51. 

59. Olsen J. Cigarette smoking, tea and coffee drinking, and 
subfecundity. Am J Epidemiol 1991;133:734-739. 

60. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Olsen J. Interim report on a randomised trial 
of screening for colorectal cancer with Hemoccult-II. I: Miller AB, 
Chamberlain J, Day NE, Hakama M, Prorok PC, eds. Cancer 
screening. UICC. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1990. 
126-130. 

61. Overvad K, Wang DY, Olsen J, Allen DS, Thorling EB, Bulbrook RD, 
Hayward JL. Selenium in human mammary carcinogenesis: a case-
cohort study. Eur J Cancer 1991;27:900-902. 

62. Larsen AI, Olsen J, Svane O. Gender-specific reproductive outcome 
and exposure to high-frequency electromagnetic radiation among 
physiotherapists. Scand J Work Environ Health 1991;17:324-329. 

63. Skov T, Lynge E, Maarup B, Olsen J, Rørth M, Wintereik H. Risks for 
physicians handling antineoplastic drugs. The Lancet 1990 
Dec;8:1446. 

64. Olsen J, Overvad K, Frische G. Coffee consumption, birthweight, and 
reproductive failures. Epidemiology 1991;2:370-374. 

65. Olsen RB, Olsen J, Gunner-Svensson F, Waldstrøm B. Social 
networks and longevity. A 14 year follow-up study among elderly in 
Denmark. Soc Sci Med 1991;10:1189-1195. 

66. Olsen J, Olsen SF. A suggestion for improving intelligibility in 
multivariate confounder adjustment using alcohol intake and birth 
weight as an example. Scand J Soc Med 1991;19:235-241. 

67. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Worm J, Pedersen SA, Hem J, Bertelsen K, 
Olsen J. Causes of death during the first 5 years of a randomized 
trial of mass screening for colorectal cancer with fecal occult blood 
test. Scand J Gastroenterol 1992;27:47-52. 

68. Olsen J. Cigarette smoking in pregnancy and fetal growth. Does the 
type of tobacco play a role? Int J Epidemiol 1992;21:279-284.  
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69. Christensen K, Holm NV, Olsen J, Koch K, Fogh-Andersen P. 
Selection bias in genetic-epidemiological studies of cleft lip and 
palate. Am J Hum Genet 1992;51:654-659. 

70. Florey C du V, Taylor D, Bolumar F, Kaminski M, Olsen J, (Eds). 
EUROMAC. A European concerted action: maternal alcohol 
consumption and its relation to the outcome of pregnancy and child 
development at 18 months. Int J Epidemiol 1992;21 (Supp 1):1-87. 

71. Werdelin L, Misfeldt J, Melbye M, Olsen J. An update on knowledge 
and sexual behaviour among students in Greenland. Scand J Soc 
Med 1992;20:158-164. 

72. Skov T, Maarup B, Olsen J, Rørth M, Winthereik H, Lynge E. 
Leukaemia and reproductive outcome among nurses handling 
antineoplastic drugs. Br J Ind Med 1992;49:855-861. 

73. Overvad K, Wang DY, Olsen J, Allen DS, THorling EB, Bulbrook RD, 
Hayward JL. Copper in human mammary carcinogenesis: a case-
cohort study. Am J Epidemiol 1993;137:409-414. 

74. Olsen J, Kronborg O. Coffee, tobacco and alcohol as risk factors for 
cancer and adenoma of the large intestine. Int J Epidemiol 
1993;22:398-402. 

75. Moi H, Misfeldt JC, Olsen J, Melbye M. Kaposi's sarcoma in HIV-1-
positive heterosexual eskimo. Lancet 1993;342:1298. 

76. Olsen J, Frische G. Social differences in reproductive health. A study 
on birth weight, stillbirths and congenital malformations in 
Denmark. Scand J Soc Med 1993;2:90-97. 

77. Pereira, AdC, Olsen J, Ogston S. Variability of self reported 
measures of alcohol consumption: implications for the association 
between drinking in pregnancy and birth weight. J Epidemiol 
Community Health 1993;47:326-330. 

78. Kolstad HA, Lynge E, Olsen J. Cancer incidence in the Danish 
reinforced plastics industry. I: Butadiene and Styrene: Assessment 
of Health Hazards. Sorsa M, Peltonen K, Vainio H, Hemminki K, eds. 
IARC Scientific publications No. 127. Lyon, International Agency for 
Research on Cancer, pp 301-308. IARC 1993. 

79. Olsen J. Some consequences of adopting a conditional deterministic 
causal model in epidemiology. Eur J Public Health 1993;3:204-209. 

80. Olsen J. Predictors of smoking cessation in pregnancy. Scand J Soc 
Med 1993;21(3):197-202. 

81. Moi H, Froms E, Olsen J, Misfeldt J, Melbye M. Changes in knowledge 
of HIV/AIDS, sexual behaviour and practice among STD patients in 
Greenland 1990-1992. Monitoring the Stop-AIDS campaign in 
Greenland. Arctic Med Res 1993 (Oct);52(4):145-152. 

82. Olsen J, Kronborg O, Lynggaard J, Ewertz M. Dietary risk factors for 
cancer and adenomas of the large intestine. A case-control study 
within a screening trial in Denmark. Eur J Cancer 1994;1:53-60. 

83. Olsen J, Olsen JS, Kronborg O. Risk factors for cancers and 
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adenomas of the large intestine. An analysis of food items and 
reproductive factors. The Cancer Journal 1994;7:103-107. 

84. Olsen J. The association between birth weight, placenta weight, 
pregnancy duration, subfecundity, and child development. Scand J 
Soc Med 1994;22(3):213-218. 

85. Olsen SF, Olsen J. A birth weight adjusted comparison of perinatal 
mortality in the Faroe Islands and Denmark. Scand J Soc Med 
1994;(22)3:219-224. 

86. Olsen J. Effects of moderate alcohol consumption during pregnancy 
on child development at 18 and 42 months. Alcohol Clin Exp Res 
1994;18(5):1109-1113. 

87. Olsen J. Studies of seasonal patterns in reproductive failures. 
Epidemiology 1994;5:479-481. 

88. Olsen J. Options in making use of pregnancy history in planning and 
analysing studies of reproductive failure. J Epidemiol Community 
Health 1994;48:171-174. 

89. Kolstad HA, Lynge E, Olsen J, Breum N. Incidence of 
lymphohematopoietic malignancies among styrene-exposed workers 
of the reinforced plastics industry. Scand J Work Environ Health 
1994;20:272-278. 

90. Stabell C, Balé C, Silva APda, Olsen J, Aaby P. No evidence of 
fontanelle-bulging episodes after vitamin A supplementation of 6- 
and 9-month-old infants in Guinea Bissau. Eur J Clin Nutr 
1995;49:73-74. 

91. Basso O, Olsen J, Bisanti L, Juul S, Boldsen J, and the European 
Study Group on Infertility and Subfecundity. Are seasonal 
preferences in pregnancy planning a source of bias in studies of 
seasonal variation in reproductive outcomes? Epidemiology 
1995;6:520-524. 

92. Ahlborg G, Bonde JP, Hemminki K, Kristensen P, Lindbohm M-L, 
Olsen J, Schaumburg I, Taskinen H, Viskum S. Communication 
concerning the risks of occupational exposures in pregnancy. Int J 
Occup Environ Health 1996;2:64-69. 

93. Kapidaki M, Roupa Z, Sparos L, Tzonou A, Olsen J, Trichopoulos D. 
Coffee intake and other factors in relation to multiple deliveries: A 
study in Greece. Epidemiology 1995;6:294-298. 

94. Kolstad HA, Juel K, Olsen J, Lynge E. Exposure to styrene and 
chronic health effects: mortality and incidence of solid cancers in the 
Danish reinforced plastics industry. Occup Environ Med 
1995;52:320-327. 

95. Benn CS, Whittle H, Aaby P, Balé C, Michaelsen KF, Olsen J. Vitamin 
A and measles vaccination. The Lancet 1995;346:503-504. 

96. Olsen J, Tuntiseranee P. Is moderate alcohol intake in pregnancy 
associated with the craniofacial features related to the fetal alcohol 
syndrome? Scand J Soc Med 1995;23(3):156-161. 
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97. Olsen J. Moderate alcohol consumption in pregnancy and 
subsequent left-handedness. Scand J Soc Med 1995;23(3);162-166. 

98. Christensen K, Schmidt MM, Væth M, Olsen J. Absence of an 
environmental effect on the recurrence of facial-cleft defects. N Engl 
J Med 1995;333:161-164. 

99. World Health Organization Collaborative Study of Cardiovascular 
Disease and Steroid Hormone Contraception. Venous 
thromboembolic disease and combined oral contraceptives: resuslts 
of international multicentre case-control study. Lancet 
1995;346:1575-1582. (Olsen J, member of the Publications 
advisory committee). 

100. World Health Organization Collaborative Study of Cardiovascular 
Disease and Steroid Hormone Contraception. Effect of different 
progestagens in low oestrogen oral contraceptives on venous 
thromboembolic disease. Lancet 1995;346:1582-1588. (Olsen J, 
member of the Publications advisory committee). 

101. Olsen J. Is left-handedness a sensitive marker of prenatal exposures 
or indicators of fetal growth? Scand J Soc Med 1995 
(Dec);23(4):233-235. 

102. Kolstad HA, Pedersen B, Olsen J, Lynge E, Jensen G, Lisse I, Philip 
P, Pedersen NT. Clonal chromosome aberrations in myeloid leukemia 
after styrene exposure. Scand J Work Environ Health 1996;22:58-
61. 

103. Zhou W, Olsen J. Offspring sex ratio as an indicator of reproductive 
hazards. Occup Environ Med 1996;53:504-506. 

104. Zhou W, Olsen J. Is foetal growth reduction induced by smoking 
modified by body mass or gestational weight gain? Scand J Soc Med 
1996;24(3):155-156. 

105. Tüchsen F, Andersen O, Olsen J. Referral bias among health workers 
in studies using hospitalization as a proxy measure of the underlying 
incidence rate. J Clin Epidemiol 1996;49:791-794. 

106. Bolumar F, Olsen J, Boldsen J, and the European Study Group on 
Infertility and Subfecundity. Smoking reduces fecundity: A European 
multicenter study on infertility and subfecundity. Am J Epidemiol 
1996;143(6):578-587. 

107. Bisanti L, Olsen J, Basso O, Thonneau P, Karmaus W, and the 
European Study Group on Infertility and Subfecundity. Shift work 
and subfecundity: A European Multicenter study. JOEM 
1996;38(4):352-358. 

108. Olsen C, Sørensen HT, Steffensen FH, Nielsen GL, Olsen J. Danish 
data confirm low prevalence of HRT among women prescribed oral 
corticosteroids. BMJ 1996;313:1264. 

109. Olsen J, Küppers-Chinnow M, Spinelli A. Seeking medical help for 
subfecundity: a study based upon surveys in five European 
countries. Fertil Steril 1996;66(1):95-100. 
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110. Sørensen HT, Nielsen GL, Andersen AMN, Weijin Z, Steffensen FH, 
Olesen C, Olsen J. Drug use in pregnancy. Principal problems and a 
review of never utilization studies. Clin Research & Reg Affairs 
1996;13:181-197. 

111. Stolwijk AM, Olsen J, Schaumburg I, Jongbloet PH, Zielhuis GA. 
Seasonal variation in the time to pregnancy: a secondary analysis of 
three Danish databases. Eur J Epidemiol 1996;12:437-441. 

112. World Health Organization Collaborative Study of Cardiovascular 
Disease and Steroid Hormone Contraception. Ischaemic stroke and 
combined oral contraceptives: results of an international, 
multicentre, case-control study. Lancet 1996;348:498-505. (Olsen 
J, member of the Publications advisory committee). 

113. World Health Organization Collaborative Study of Cardiovascular 
Disease and Steroid Hormone Contraception. Haemorrhagic stroke, 
overall stroke risk, and combined oral contraceptives: results of an 
international, multicentre, case-control study. Lancet 
1996;348:505-510. (Olsen J, member of the Publications advisory 
committee). 

114. Kronborg O, Fenger C, Olsen J, Jørgensen OD, Søndergaard O. 
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