2007 Pilot Funding Available for Research in Environmental Genomics:

The Ann Fitzpatrick Alper Program in Environmental Genomics -UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center
Pilot funding is currently available for UCLA cancer researchers who perform environmental genomics research in cancer.  

Pilot Funding Available through the Ann Fitzpatrick Alper Program in Environmental Genomics – UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center should be consistent with the mission of the program: 

The Ann Fitzpatrick Alper Program in Environmental Genomics seeks to promote comprehensive understanding of the role of genomics as well as gene-environmental interactions on the risk of cancer by providing support for research to understand both genomics and environmental exposures on the development of cancer using new cutting-edge technology to rapidly advance the cancer research process. Under the joint auspices of UCLA’s Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center (JCCC) and the School of Public Health, the Alper Program is building a collaborative research model to understand how genetics and environmental factors work together to cause cancer.

· To encourage and support interdisciplinary research in the field of genomics-based research in cancer, including:


· To promote research on the role of genetic polymorphisms in metabolic, inflammation, DNA repair, cell-cycle regulation pathways on the risk of cancer in the human population
· To promote research on gene expression profiling, protein expression (proteomics) in cancer epidemiological study 
· To develop and establish methods in statistical genetics to analyze genetic data

· To promote and support interdisciplinary research in the field of environmental-based research in cancer, including:


· To promote research on the role of environmental factors, including smoking, air pollution, pesticides and other environmental exposures on the risk of cancer in the human population

· To promote research on dietary factors, micro- and macro-nutrients, and essential elements and the development of cancer.

· To develop and establish pilot studies to promote the translational studies by applying those factors or markers in cancer preventive studies in the human population.

· To support studies assessing gene-environmental (nutrient) interaction on the risk of cancer.

Funding Amount Available:  $15,000 per pilot project for a one-year period
The application will be due by Friday, April 20, 2007.

Pilot Proposal Submission Timeline and Selection Process

a. Submit a cover letter and include the following:
· Abstract of planned new pilot research project, or a progress report if it is a continuation             

      application
· Relationship of planned project to program mission and aims

· Long range research goals for this pilot work for future research 

· Identify as a new or continued pilot research project

· For any continuation requests, indicate how additional funds will strengthen the current pilot and specify how the second year budget amount would be used in your pilot work

· Budget amount requested

b. Principal Investigator’s NIH biosketch

c. Full pilot proposals (maximum 5 single-spaced pages in length) 
d. The ad-hoc review committee will review pilot proposals by May 11, 2007.

e. Funded projects will begin June 1, 2007 through May 31, 2008. 
Criteria for selection include: (a) quality of the proposed research; (b) credentials of the PI and Co-investigators (if included); (c) relatedness to the relevant program’s theme and mission. Please note that highest priority for the pilots will be given to pilots that would likely lead to R01s or R21 (or equivalent level funding from extramural sources) consistent with the program mission within 2-3 years. 

Submission 
The entire application (cover letter, PI’s biosketch, and the pilot proposal should be e-mailed to the attention of Heidi Huey, Alper Program Coordinator,  at  hhuey@ucla.edu; (310-825-8418) by Friday, April 20, 2007. If you have any question regarding to your application, please call Heidi Huey or Professor Zuo-Feng Zhang at 310-825-8418. 

PAGE  
2

