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This course examines a variety of images of aging and illness.  Although there is considerable interest in aging, especially in industrialized nations in which the aged populations are growing rapidly, most of this interest springs from policy concerns regarding the economic and health burdens rapidly aging populations imply.  At the same time, there are a number of stereotypes about the aged that result from the fact that younger people simply have not had the experience of aging.  This course examines several ways in which the aged are or have been imagined as well as some of the images the aged hold of themselves.  The primary purpose of this exercise is to help students interested in gerontology better understand the images of the aged they hold, the images that serve various professional and commercial interests in society, and the images the aged themselves use to make sense out of their experiences.

The class sessions will be conducted as discussions.  By Monday noon of each week, students are expected to email to every class member a question or issue they wish to discuss that is precipitated by the readings.  Each student is required to provide at least one question each week.  They might explore, e.g., how imagery is used in the readings; what the functional and dysfunctional consequences of such images are for the aged, for those who use them and for others at whom they may be directed; and what alternative images might be realistic and appropriate. Or, they may touch on policy issues. The more imaginative they are the better. The discussions should be wide-ranging, should draw upon each person’s own experience and may touch on any issues relevant to understanding the social consequences of aging.  In addition, each week, each student should be prepared to discuss an image of older people found in popular culture. These can be taken from any popular culture product, including newspaper or magazine articles, movies or television shows, advertisements of any sort, talk shows, etc. They should be described and how they portray older people should be analyzed for their intent.  

A term paper is required for completion of this course. The paper is 60% of the final grade.  Participation in class discussions accounts for 20% of the grade and 20% depends on providing questions and issues related to the readings each week. 

There are two required texts: Wayne Booth, The Art of Growing Older, University of Chicago Press, 1992, and Anne Hunsaker Hawkins, Reconstructing Illness: Studies in Pathography, 2nd edition, Purdue University Press, 1999.  In addition, there is a reader available at Course Reader Materials, 1141 Westwood Boulevard, (310) 443-3300.

Week 1:
Introduction and overview

Week 2:
Perspectives on aging

Readings:
Cole T. 1991. Chapter 2: The specter of old age: History, politics, and culture in an aging America. In Hess BB, Marksen EW (eds.), Growing Old in America, 4th ed. Transaction Publishers, pp. 23-37.


Conrad C. 1992. Chapter 3: Old age in the modern and postmodern Western world. In Cole TR, Van Tassel DD, Kastenbaum R (eds.), Handbook of the Humanities and Aging.  NY: Springer Publishing, pp. 62-95.


Dowd JJ. 1986. Chapter 6: The old person as stranger. In Marshall V (ed.), Later Life: The Social Psychology of Aging. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, pp. 147-189.

Week 3:
Aging in Victorian America

Readings:
Cole T. 1992. The Journey of Life: A Cultural History of Aging in America. Cambridge University Press, part 2, pp. 73-158.

Week 4:
The image of decline

Readings:
Eisenhandler SA. 1991. Chapter 7: The asphalt identikit: Old age and the driver’s license. In Hess BB, Marksen EW (eds.), Growing Old in America, 4th ed. Transaction Publishers, pp. 107-120.


Karp DA. 1991. Chapter 5: A decade of reminders: Changing age consciousness between fifty and sixty years old. In Hess BB, Marksen EW (eds.), Growing Old in America, 4th ed. Transaction Publishers, pp. 67-91.


Lyman KA. 1993. Chapter 16: Infantilization: The medical model of care. In Day In, Day Out with Alzheimer’s. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, pp. 299-309.


Booth W. 1992. The Art of Growing Older. University of Chicago Press, pp. 23-50.

Week 5:
Images older people have of themselves

Readings:
Featherstone M, Hepworth M. 1991. Chapter 15: The mask of ageing and the postmodern life course. In Featherstone M, Hepworth M, Turner BS (eds.), The Body: Social Process and Cultural Theory. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, pp. 371-389.


Booth W. 1992. The Art of Growing Older. University of Chicago Press, pp. 50-147.

Week 6:
Images used to commodify aging

Readings:
Diamond T. 1996. Chapter 41: Social policy and everyday life in nursing homes: A critical ethnography. In Brown P (ed.), Perspectives in Medical Sociology, 2nd edition. Waveland Press, pp. 684-702. 


Featherstone M. 1991. Chapter 6: The body in consumer culture. In Featherstone M, Hepworth M, Turner BS (eds.), The Body: Social Process and Cultural Theory. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, pp. 170-196.


Sawchuck KA. 1995. Chapter 11: From gloom to boom: Age, identity and target marketing. In Featherstone M, Wernick A, Images of Aging: Cultural Representations of Later Life. Routledge, pp. 173-187.

Week 7:
Images in art, fiction, and the press

Readings:
Rooke C. 1992. Chapter 10: Old age in contemporary fiction: A new paradigm of hope. In Cole TR et al (eds.), Handbook of the Humanities and Aging. Springer, pp. 241-257.

Winkler, MG. 1992. Chapter 11: Walking to the stars. In Cole TR et al (eds.), Handbook of the Humanities and Aging. Springer, pp. 258-284.

Vesperi MD. 1994. Chapter 18: Perspectives on aging in print journalism. In Shenk D, Achenbaum WA (eds.), Changing Perceptions of Aging and the Aged. Springer, pp. 163-171.

Cirillo L. 1994. Chapter 19: Verbal imagery of aging in the news magazines. In Shenk D, Achenbaum WA (eds.), Changing Perceptions of Aging and the Aged. Springer, pp. 173-178.

Week 8:
Images that try to explain decline, illness, and death (1)

Readings:
Hawkins AH. 1993. Reconstructing Illness. Purdue University Press, chapters 1-2.


Booth W. 1992. The Art of Growing Older. University of Chicago Press, pp. 147-182.

Week 9: 
Images that try to explain decline, illness, and death (2)

Readings:
Hawkins AH. 1993. Reconstructing Illness. Purdue University Press, chapters 3-4.


Booth W. 1992. The Art of Growing Older. University of Chicago Press, pp. 182-228.

Week 10: 
Images that try to explain decline, illness, and death (3)

Readings:
Hawkins AH. 1993. Reconstructing Illness. Purdue University Press, chapters 5-6.


Booth W. 1992. The Art of Growing Older. University of Chicago Press, pp. 147-265.

