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GOAL: 
 
The goal of this course is to prepare the student for the often complex challenges involved in 
conducting health services research on clinical topics and clinical populations.  Topics to be 
covered include formulating appropriate questions, identifying sources of data, issues involved in 
studying a range of important populations and topics, challenges in the mechanics of conducting 
field studies (negotiating with providers, developing practical sampling strategies, dealing with 
institutional review boards, enrolling patients, etc.), as well as identifying funding sources, 
writing grants and publishing findings.   
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 
� To gain practical understanding of issues involved in formulating and executing clinical 

research studies. 
 
� To master some of the challenges involved in the use of specific methodologies, and studying 

specific content areas in clinical health services research. 
 
� To gain some insights into the practicalities of getting funded and publishing research 

findings. 
 
 
EVALUATING STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
 
Class Participation     55% 
 
� Specific Aims Presentation  5% 
� Research Design Presentation  20% 
� General Class Participation  30% 
 
Written Materials    45% 
 
� Specific Aims    5% 
� IRB Proposal    10% 
� Research Design and Methods  30% 
 
 
 



COURSE PROSPECTUS: 
 

• Framing questions that are clinically relevant 
 
• Sources of information 
 
• Using claims data 
 
• Studying disadvantaged populations 
 
• Studying the doctor-patient relationship 
 
• Studying clinical ethics 
 
• Studying structure of health care 
 
• Measuring inpatient care 
 
• Measuring ambulatory care 
 
• Sampling strategies for health services research 
 
• Challenges in conducting field research 
 
• Negotiating with healthcare providers 
 
• Challenges in dealing with IRBs 
 
• Enrolling patients 
 
• Studying medicine on the web/informatics 
 
• Developing a multidisciplinary team 
 
• Identifying funding source 
 
• Writing a research grant 
 
•  Publication strategies 
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Course Outline 
 
Jan 6 Introduction        Wenger 

 
Jan 11 Framing and evaluation research ideas/questions   Shapiro 

 
Jan 13 Specific aims:  Presentations      Shapiro 

 
Jan 18 Selecting a study design; independent and dependent variables Shapiro 

 
Jan 20 Writing a grant proposal      Mangione  

 
Jan 25 Writing a grant proposal part 2     Shapiro 

 
Jan 27 Writing an IRB proposal/Negotiating with providers   Shapiro 

 
Feb 1  Data source; Sample size calculation and power analyses  Wenger/Liu 

 
Feb 3 Studying clinical ethics      Wenger 

 
Feb 8 Measuring inpatient care      Kahn 

 
Feb 10 Measuring ambulatory care      Kahn 

 
Feb 15 Studying information systems in medicine    Bell  

 
Feb 17  Studying disadvantaged populations     Mangione 

 
Feb 22 Studying structure of care      Kahn 

 
Feb 24 Studying doctor-pt relationship     Hays 

 
Mar 1 Funding sources       Mangione  

 
Mar 3 Publication strategies       Wenger  

 
Mar 8 Presentation        Shapiro 

 
Mar 10 Presentation         Shapiro 

 
Mar 15  Presentation         Shapiro 
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