PUBLIC HEALTH HAS LONG ESPOUSED the role of many factors
— such as education, housing, employment and the environment — contributing

to overall health status. There is a growing movement to take this broader view

of health into all aspects of society. As a result, with leadership from several
faculty members at our school, there is a push for policy and decision-makers
to utilize the Health Impact Assessment (HIA) when making decisions in
any sector.

Our cover story takes a look at this innovative approach and how, in
addition to our faculty, our students and alumni are working to encourage the
use of HIA to evaluate objectively the potential health effects of a project
(e.g., a light rail system) or policy (e.g., curbing diesel emissions) before it is
built or implemented. They are applying one of the tenets of public health —
prevention — not just to individual and community health, but to the policy-
making process.

We are also taking a broader view when it comes to global health. In
addition to activities at the school, faculty and students in a number of UCLA
schools and colleges are participating in active global health programs. Cross-
campus collaborations in global health are emerging, representing a new frontier
of academic opportunity. In order to capitalize on this opportunity the campus
is launching a UCLA-wide Global Health Initiative; I have been asked to chair
the steering committee.

To support the campus-wide effort, in which I expect our school to play a

central role, and to further implement one of our school’s strategic goals to build

a world-class global health presence, I am pleased to announce the appointment
of Dr. Onyebuchi Arah, associate professor in the Department of Epidemiology,
as the first associate dean for global health. You can read more about Dr. Arah'’s
appointment on page 33.

Finally, I'm pleased to share that we have an exciting year ahead of us.
In 2011, the School of Public Health celebrates its 50th. We plan to spend the
year celebrating our past, present and future.

Many of us have a vague recollection of what life was like in the early
1960s, and for those who don’t, the TV show Mad Men reminds us of a few

critical changes we've seen since the school was founded in 1961. Long gone
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