Is the United States hazardous to immigrants’ health?

THE ANSWER, in some ways, is yes. Studies show that immigrants
come here in generally better health than U.S.-born individuals in their age, income
and educational groups, but lose that advantage in a short time due to a number
of barriers they face to maintaining good health.

This issue’s cover story (see page 12) highlights several ongoing

programs aimed at identifying, treating and, most importantly, pre-

venting health risks in immigrant communities. Additional vulnera-

bilities are explored, including the preponderance of immigrants
who work in high-risk jobs and the likelihood that they will lack
health insurance. The lessons learned are that as our nation contin-
ues to undergo significant changes in our population, public health
professionals must be able to understand and incorporate the needs
and perspectives of culturally diverse communities.

As a school of public health, we have an obligation to ensure
that the research we conduct and the education we provide ade-
quately address the burgeoning health care challenges. To that end,
I'm pleased to announce the creation of the Center to Eliminate
Health Disparities (see page 33). Made possible by seed support
from The California Endowment, Ralph and Shirley Shapiro and
Dean’s Advisory Board members Linnae Anderson and Tom Epley,
the center will concentrate on keeping the public healthy by target-
ing health promotion and disease prevention as well as access to

timely and high-quality care for those who are ill. The center will

also explore the barriers preventing more effective collaboration
with local health departments and other key partners engaged in the practice of

public health.
To support the development of exciting new projects like this center, the

school has devoted more attention to our capital campaign. In the last four years
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