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Robert Schiestl:
Center of
Attention
The director of UCLA’s initiative
to study gene-environment inter-
actions says the wide-ranging
expertise and culture of collab-
oration make UCLA the ideal
place to carry out the effort.

Researchers in the emerging field of environmen-
tal genomics are identifying who’s at risk and
what they can do about it.
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RESEARCH
Tiny air pollutants cause 
lung damage...HMO popula-
tion diverse...knowledge of
domestic violence victims...
understanding treatment
cause-and-effect...use of
sewage sludge to restore
lagoon...prevalence of 
food insecurity in state.
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While a vaccine remains 
elusive, public health ap-
proaches – including those 
of the school’s faculty, alumni
and students – can and have
made a difference.

With increased visibility and 
funding following 9/11, public health
faces unprecedented opportunities
and extraordinary challenges.
On many fronts, the school is 
playing a key role.

Public Health
& HIV/AIDS

Fundamentals 
for a New Era

Alumni 
Hall of Fame:
the 2003 Inductees

ON THE COVER
The global problem of HIV/AIDS, symbolized by the red ribbon, continues to challenge public health
researchers and practitioners.While there have been setbacks, successes in certain populations have
shown the value of prevention strategies. Cover photo/illustration by Martha Widmann. Images sourced from:
2003 © Getty Images.
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